
The Divided Brain and the Making of the
Western World
The human brain is a marvel of evolution, a complex organ that continues
to fascinate scientists and philosophers alike. In recent decades, research
in the field of neuroscience has shed new light on the intricate workings of
the brain, revealing its remarkable ability to process information and shape
our thoughts, emotions, and behavior. One of the most intriguing
discoveries in this field is the existence of the "divided brain," a concept
that refers to the specialization of the brain's two hemispheres. This division
of labor between the left and right hemispheres has profound implications
for our understanding of human cognition, language, and even the very
nature of our civilization.
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In this article, we will delve into the fascinating world of the divided brain,
exploring its impact on the development of Western civilization. We will
examine the latest research and theories in neuroscience, psychology, and
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history to gain a deeper understanding of how the brain's hemispheres
have shaped our societies, cultures, and beliefs. From the origins of
language to the rise of science and technology, the divided brain has
played a pivotal role in the making of the Western world.

The Mythical Origins of the Divided Brain

The idea of a divided brain can be traced back to ancient times, with early
philosophers and physicians speculating about the different roles of the left
and right hemispheres. In his seminal work "On the Parts of Animals,"
Aristotle proposed that the left hemisphere was responsible for rational
thought, while the right hemisphere was associated with emotion and
intuition. This division of labor between the brain's hemispheres became a
cornerstone of Western thought, influencing everything from medical
practices to philosophical debates.

In the 18th and 19th centuries, the study of the divided brain took a more
scientific turn, with researchers conducting experiments on patients who
had undergone surgery to treat epilepsy. These studies revealed that the
left hemisphere was essential for language and logical reasoning, while the
right hemisphere was responsible for spatial processing and visual
imagery. This further solidified the idea of the divided brain, providing
empirical evidence for the specialization of the brain's hemispheres.

The Left Brain: Language, Logic, and Analysis

The left hemisphere of the brain is often referred to as the "dominant
hemisphere," as it is responsible for many of the cognitive functions that we
associate with human intelligence. The left hemisphere is primarily
responsible for language processing, including reading, writing, and
speaking. It is also involved in logical reasoning, mathematical calculation,



and analytical thinking. The left hemisphere is essential for our ability to
communicate, solve problems, and make decisions.

In terms of personality and behavior, the left hemisphere is often
associated with traits such as rationality, objectivity, and orderliness. People
with a dominant left hemisphere tend to be more analytical, detail-oriented,
and pragmatic in their approach to life. They may also be more likely to
value logic and reason over intuition and emotion.

The Right Brain: Images, Intuition, and Creativity

The right hemisphere of the brain is often referred to as the "minor
hemisphere," but this does not mean that it is any less important than the
left hemisphere. The right hemisphere is responsible for a wide range of
cognitive functions, including visual processing, spatial reasoning, and
musical ability. It is also involved in intuition, creativity, and imagination. The
right hemisphere is essential for our ability to perceive and interact with the
world around us.

In terms of personality and behavior, the right hemisphere is often
associated with traits such as creativity, intuition, and emotionality. People
with a dominant right hemisphere tend to be more imaginative, holistic, and
open-minded in their approach to life. They may also be more likely to rely
on their gut feelings and hunches when making decisions.

The Interplay of the Hemispheres: A Dynamic Balance

While the left and right hemispheres of the brain are specialized for
different cognitive functions, they do not operate in isolation. The two
hemispheres are constantly interacting and communicating with each other,
sharing information and collaborating to process the vast amount of data



that we encounter on a daily basis. This interplay between the hemispheres
is essential for our ability to function as integrated and balanced individuals.

The dynamic balance between the left and right hemispheres is reflected in
many aspects of our lives. In the realm of art, for example, we find that the
left hemisphere is responsible for the technical aspects of painting, such as
perspective and composition, while the right hemisphere is responsible for
the more creative and expressive elements, such as color and symbolism.
Similarly, in the realm of music, the left hemisphere is responsible for the
rhythmic and melodic structure of a piece, while the right hemisphere is
responsible for the emotional and expressive qualities.

The Divided Brain and the Development of Western Civilization

The division of labor between the left and right hemispheres of the brain
has had a profound impact on the development of Western civilization. The
left hemisphere's emphasis on language, logic, and analysis has led to the
development of science, technology, and philosophy, while the right
hemisphere's emphasis on images, intuition, and creativity has led to the
development of art, religion, and mythology.

In ancient Greece, the left hemisphere's dominance led to the rise of
rationalism and the development of the scientific method. Greek
philosophers such as Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle used logic and reason
to explore the nature of reality and the human condition. This emphasis on
rational thought laid the foundation for the development of Western science
and technology.

In the Middle Ages, the right hemisphere's dominance led to the rise of
Christianity and the development of a rich artistic and spiritual tradition.



Christian theologians such as Augustine and Aquinas used intuition and
imagination to explore the nature of God and the human soul. This
emphasis on faith and spirituality laid the foundation for the development of
Western art, music, and literature.

In the Renaissance, the interplay between the left and right hemispheres
led to a new era of humanism and intellectual exploration. Renaissance
scholars such as Leonardo da Vinci and Michelangelo combined logic and
reason with creativity and imagination to produce groundbreaking works of
art and science. This interplay between the hemispheres laid the
foundation for the development of the modern world.

The divided brain is a fascinating and complex phenomenon that has had a
profound impact on the development of Western civilization. The left
hemisphere's emphasis on language, logic, and analysis has led to the
development of science, technology, and philosophy, while the right
hemisphere's emphasis on images, intuition, and creativity has led to the
development of art, religion
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