
Terry Jones' Barbarians: An Alternative
Roman History
Terry Jones' Barbarians: An Alternative Roman History is a 2006 book by
Terry Jones, a member of the Monty Python comedy troupe. The book
challenges the traditional view of the Roman Empire as a civilizing force,
arguing instead that the barbarians played a major role in shaping the
course of Roman history.
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Jones argues that the Roman Empire was not as monolithic as it is often
portrayed. Instead, it was a complex and diverse entity, constantly
interacting with the various barbarian tribes on its borders. These tribes
were not simply savage hordes, but complex and sophisticated societies
with their own cultures and histories.

Jones also argues that the barbarians were not simply passive victims of
Roman aggression. They actively resisted Roman rule, and often played a
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major role in shaping the course of Roman history. For example, the
Germanic tribes were instrumental in the collapse of the Western Roman
Empire.

Jones' book is a provocative and challenging look at Roman history. It is a
must-read for anyone interested in the rise and fall of one of the world's
greatest empires.

The Barbarians

The term "barbarian" is often used to describe the non-Roman peoples who
inhabited the frontiers of the Roman Empire. These peoples were often
seen as savage and uncivilized by the Romans, but in reality they were a
diverse and complex group of people.

The barbarians included the Germanic tribes, the Celts, the Huns, the
Vandals, the Visigoths, the Ostrogoths, the Franks, and the Anglo-Saxons.
These tribes had their own unique cultures and histories, and they played a
major role in shaping the course of Roman history.

The Germanic tribes were the most numerous and powerful of the
barbarian tribes. They were originally a nomadic people who lived in the
forests of central and northern Europe. Over time, they began to migrate
south and west, and they eventually came into conflict with the Roman
Empire.

The Celts were another important group of barbarians. They were originally
a Celtic-speaking people who lived in western and central Europe. Over
time, they were pushed west by the Germanic tribes, and they eventually
settled in the British Isles, Ireland, and Gaul.



The Huns were a nomadic people who originated in central Asia. They
were a fierce and warlike people, and they were responsible for the
collapse of the Western Roman Empire.

The Vandals were a Germanic tribe who originally lived in northern Europe.
They eventually migrated to North Africa, where they established a
powerful kingdom.

The Visigoths were a Germanic tribe who originally lived in eastern Europe.
They eventually migrated to western Europe, where they played a major
role in the collapse of the Western Roman Empire.

The Ostrogoths were a Germanic tribe who originally lived in eastern
Europe. They eventually migrated to Italy, where they established a
powerful kingdom.

The Franks were a Germanic tribe who originally lived in northern Europe.
They eventually migrated to Gaul, where they established a powerful
kingdom.

The Anglo-Saxons were a Germanic tribe who originally lived in northern
Europe. They eventually migrated to Britain, where they established a
number of kingdoms.

The Roman Empire and the Barbarians

The relationship between the Roman Empire and the barbarians was
complex and constantly evolving. The Romans often saw the barbarians as
a threat to their civilization, and they often took steps to defend their



borders from barbarian incursions. However, the barbarians were also a
source of labor and recruits for the Roman army.

In the early days of the Roman Empire, the barbarians were often used as
auxiliary troops in the Roman army. These troops were often loyal and
effective, and they played a major role in the Roman Empire's success.
However, as the Roman Empire grew weaker, the barbarians became more
assertive. They began to demand more pay and privileges, and they often
threatened to revolt if their demands were not met.

In the 3rd century AD, the Roman Empire began to suffer a series of crises.
These crises included political instability, economic decline, and military
defeats. The barbarians took advantage of these crises to launch a series
of invasions into the Roman Empire.

These invasions were devastating for the Roman Empire. The barbarians
sacked Rome in 410 AD, and they eventually overthrew the Western
Roman Empire in 476 AD.

The Legacy of the Barbarians

The barbarians played a major role in the fall of the Roman Empire.
However, they also played a major role in the development of European
civilization. The barbarians brought new ideas and technologies to Europe,
and they helped to shape the course of European history.

The legacy of the barbarians can still be seen today. Many European
countries are named after barbarian tribes, and many European languages
contain words of barbarian origin. The barbarians were a major force in
shaping the world we live in today.



Terry Jones' Barbarians: An Alternative Roman History is a provocative and
challenging look at Roman history. It is a must-read for anyone interested in
the rise and fall of one of the world's greatest empires.

Jones' book challenges the traditional view of the Roman Empire as a
civilizing force. He argues that the barbarians played a major role in
shaping the course of Roman history. He also argues that the barbarians
were not simply savage hordes, but complex and sophisticated societies
with their own cultures and histories.

Jones' book is a timely reminder that history is not always written by the
victors. The barbarians were a major force in shaping the world we live in
today, and their story deserves to be told.
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