
SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS OF How To Be
Perfect: The Correct Answer To Every Moral
Question BY MICHAEL SCHUR
``

In his book The Good Place: The Podcast, Michael Schur explores the
complexities of morality through the lens of the hit TV show The Good
Place. Drawing on philosophical insights and real-world examples, Schur
argues that there is no one-size-fits-all answer to moral questions. Instead,
he proposes a framework for ethical decision-making that prioritizes
empathy, compassion, and the pursuit of a meaningful life.

<p>The Trolley Problem and the Limits of Logic</p>

Schur begins by examining the classic thought experiment known as the
trolley problem. In this scenario, a runaway trolley is headed towards five
people tied to the tracks. You have the option to pull a lever that will divert
the trolley to another track, saving the five people but killing one person
who is tied to that track.

Most people intuitively feel that it is morally acceptable to pull the lever,
even though it results in the death of one person. However, Schur argues
that this intuition is based on a logical fallacy known as the false dilemma.
The false dilemma suggests that there are only two possible options in this
scenario: either save five people or kill one person.
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In reality, there are many other possible options that could be considered.
For example, you could try to warn the people on the tracks or attempt to
stop the trolley yourself. Schur argues that we should not limit our moral
reasoning to a binary choice between two extremes. Instead, we should
explore all of the possible options and consider the consequences of each
one.

<p>The Importance of Empathy and Compassion</p>

Schur emphasizes the importance of empathy and compassion in making
moral decisions. He argues that we should always put ourselves in the
shoes of others and try to understand their perspectives. This does not
mean that we should always agree with them, but it does mean that we
should be respectful of their beliefs and values.

Compassion is the ability to feel sympathy for the suffering of others. Schur
argues that compassion is a powerful motivator for moral action. When we
feel compassion for someone, we are more likely to want to help them.
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Compassion can also help us to understand the perspectives of others,
even if they are different from our own.

<p>The Pursuit of a Meaningful Life</p>

Schur argues that the ultimate goal of morality is to live a meaningful life. A
meaningful life is one that is lived in accordance with our values and that
makes a positive contribution to the world. Schur suggests that we can find
meaning in our lives by pursuing our passions, connecting with others, and
making a difference in the world.

``

Schur's framework for ethical decision-making is based on the principles of
empathy, compassion, and the pursuit of a meaningful life. He argues that
there is no one-size-fits-all answer to moral questions, and that we should
always consider the specific context of each situation. By putting ourselves
in the shoes of others, understanding their perspectives, and considering
the consequences of our actions, we can make moral decisions that are
consistent with our values and that help us to live a meaningful life.
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