On and Off the Ice with John Brophy: One of
Hockey's Most Colorful Characters

John Brophy was a Canadian ice hockey coach and general manager who
is best known for his colorful personality and his success with the Hershey
Bears of the American Hockey League (AHL). Brophy was born in
Montreal, Quebec, on July 22, 1933. He began his hockey career as a
player in the Quebec Junior Hockey League, but he quickly realized that his
true calling was coaching. Brophy got his first coaching job in 1962 with the
St. Catharines Black Hawks of the Ontario Hockey Association (OHA). He
led the Black Hawks to two OHA championships and was named the
league's Coach of the Year in 1964.

In 1967, Brophy was hired as the head coach of the Hershey Bears. The
Bears were a struggling team at the time, but Brophy quickly turned them
into a contender. He led the Bears to their first Calder Cup championship in
1969, and he won two more Calder Cups with the team in 1974 and 1980.
Brophy was also named the AHL's Coach of the Year in 1974 and 1980.
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Brophy was known for his fiery personality and his unique coaching style.
He was a master motivator, and he was always able to get the most out of
his players. Brophy was also a very creative coach, and he was always
coming up with new and innovative ways to help his team win. Brophy's
success with the Hershey Bears made him one of the most respected
coaches in the AHL. He was also a popular figure with the fans, who loved
his colorful personality and his passion for the game. Brophy retired from
coaching in 1987, but he remained active in the hockey community. He
served as a scout for the Los Angeles Kings and the Philadelphia Flyers,
and he also worked as a commentator for the Hershey Bears.

John Brophy passed away on January 24, 2016, at the age of 82. He was a
true legend of the American Hockey League, and he will be remembered
for his colorful personality and his success with the Hershey Bears.

Brophy's Coaching Philosophy

John Brophy's coaching philosophy was based on the belief that hockey is
a team game. He believed that every player on the team had a role to play,
and that the team would only be successful if everyone worked together.
Brophy also believed that it was important to have fun and enjoy the game.
He wanted his players to be happy and relaxed, and he believed that this
would help them play better.

Brophy's coaching philosophy was very successful. He won three Calder
Cups with the Hershey Bears, and he was named the AHL's Coach of the
Year twice. Brophy's players loved playing for him, and they always gave
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him their best effort. Brophy's coaching philosophy is a reminder that
hockey is a team game, and that it is important to have fun and enjoy the
game.

Brophy's Legacy

John Brophy was one of the most colorful characters in hockey history. He
was a fiery competitor, but he was also a compassionate and caring
person. Brophy was a great coach, and he helped many players reach their
full potential. Brophy's legacy will live on in the many players he coached
and the fans who loved him.

Off the Ice: Brophy's Personality and Interests

John Brophy was known for his colorful personality off the ice as well as on
it. He was a great storyteller, and he loved to share his stories with anyone
who would listen. Brophy was also a very generous person, and he was
always willing to help others. He was a true friend to many people, and he
will be deeply missed by all who knew him.

Brophy had a wide range of interests outside of hockey. He was a
voracious reader, and he loved to learn new things. Brophy was also a
talented artist, and he enjoyed painting and sculpting. He was also a
passionate collector of hockey memorabilia, and he had a vast collection of
hockey sticks, pucks, and other artifacts.

John Brophy was a true Renaissance man. He was a successful coach, a
talented artist, and a generous friend. He will be remembered for his
colorful personality, his success on the ice, and his passion for life.



John Brophy was one of the most colorful characters in hockey history. He
was a great coach, a passionate collector, and a true friend. Brophy's
legacy will live on in the many players he coached, the fans who loved him,
and the people who were lucky enough to know him.
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